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BOOK REVIEWS. 



John Selden and His Table-Talk. By Robert Waters. 
New York: Eaton & Mains, 1899. 

John Selden — the. famous contemporary of Ben Jonson and 
Sir Francis Bacon — needs no introduction to our readers; but 
it gives us great pleasure to recommend to their attention this 
pleasing edition of his famous table-talk. It would be a waste 
of time to speak of the wit, the charm and the sound wisdom 
of those familiar discourses after they have been so highly 
spoken of by such eminent critics as Coleridge and Hallam. 
The editor has heightened their interest and strengthened the 
allusions by the insertion of apt notes. The work also contains 
an account of famous bygone table-talks, the career of John 
Selden, and a chapter telling of the origin of Selden' s table-talk, 
and its popularity. E. W. K. 



Birdseye's Abbott's Clerks' and Conveyancers' Assist- 
ant. By C. F. Birdseye. New York: Baker, Vorhis & 
Co., 1899. 

The original edition of this work, by Austin and Benjamin 
V. Abbott, has been so long before the profession, and has 
always been so favorably regarded, that it scarely needs any 
new commendation at this late day. In preparing the present 
edition Mr. Birdseye has retained as many of the old forms as 
are not obsolete and has added new ones, which almost double 
the size and consequently the value of the book. The 1,500 
forms which the book embraces range from the simpler kinds 
of contracts to the most intricate corporate agreements, such as 
Railroad Leases, Railroad Mortgages, Car Trust Agreements. 
The index, too, is an exceedingly comprehensive one, in that 
it covers not only the titles to the forms, but their more impor- 
tant covenants and agreements as well. No lawyer can afford 
to be without it. O. S, 



A Treatise on the Law of Bills of Exchange, Promis- 
sory Notes, Bank Notes and Cheques. By the Right 
Honorable Sir John Barnard BylEs. Sixteenth Edition. 
Edited by Maurice Barnard Byles and Walter John Barnard 
Byles. London: Sweet & Maxwell, Limited, 1899. 

A work which has passed through sixteen English and eight 
American editions in seventy years needs no word of comment 
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